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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HIS ſhort addreſs is principally intended for thoſe 
perſons who are not in the habit of reading the 
Bible, or of attending the public worſhip of God; 
but that none of the Inhabitants may be excluded 


from having an opportunity of knowing their duty, 
and the earneſt defire I fee! to ſerve them in the beſt 


ſenſe, a copy will be delivered (gratis) to every houſe 
in the pariſh. All I wiſh is, that it may have a candid 
and ſerious peruſal ; and however it may be received, 
or whatever effect it may produce, I ſhall have the ſa- 
tisfaction of refleCting, that I have diſcharged my du- 
ty, as a Miniſter of Chriſt, by endeavouring to do 


good. And may that God, whoſe power and grace 


can make the weakeſt inſtrument uſeful, crown this 


well- meant attempt with his bleſſing. 


NEW YEAR's GIFT. 


HE important concerns of the ſoul and eternity, ought to 
engage the attention, and occupy the firſt place in the 
mind of every rational being. We are born for eternity, and our 
ſtare there will be according as we leave the preſent world. 
«© Whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſoreap.** No perſon 
lives to any good purpoſe, who does not make the glory of God, 
the good of his own ſoul, and the happineſs of others his chief 
and principal concern. No matter what is regarded, if the one 
thing needful be neglected. Be diligent in bujineſs, fervent in ſpi- 
rit, jerving the Lord; is the advice of an inſpired apoſtle. 

The beginning of a new Year, and eſpecially of a new Century, 
appears to me a moſt ſuitable time to addreſs you upon theſe 
important ſubjedts. Many who entered the laſt year with us 
are now no more; their ſouls are fixed in an eternal, and irrever- 
ſible ſtate, Parents and children, huſbands and wives, brothers 
and ſiſters, the neareſt and deareſt relations have been ſeparated 
by death. Many, who are now alive, and in the poſſeſſion of 
health and ſtrength, will more than probable be removed out of 
time into eternity the preſent year; and perhaps you and J 
may be among the number. This thought ſhould produce 
ſome ſuch queſtion as this: “ As many of my neighbours have 
died the laſt year, and perhaps this may be my laſt: am J 
ready, ſhould 1 be called to die?” This is an important 
queſtion, which no time ſhould be loſt in anſwering, and which 
it is both your duty and intereſt to put to your heart, with the 
utmott ſeriouſnefe, accompanied with earneſt prayer to God for 
the ailiitance of his Holy Spirit and grace. In order to know 0 
this, enter upon a ſerious and impartial examination into your 
paſt life. Aſk yourſelf this queſtion ; ** How bas my former time 
been ſpent, particularly the laft year?“ | ; 


Firſt, 4s zt reſpes your duty towards God. 


What regard have you paid to his commands? Have you. 
ſcrupuiouſly endeayoured to conform to his word and wil 
Let me mention a few things which may aſſiſt you in the en- | 
duiry God commands you to 2 him. Have you obeyed 
this command? Perhaps you wiſh--an explanation of the duty; 6 
J will give it you. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of - ; 
wildom,” ſaith the wiſe man. Fear, is a gracious habit, an ; 
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holy affection wrought in the heart by the holy Spirit of God, 


whereby it is inclined, and diſpoſed ſeriouſly to regard God's 
authority, obey his commands, and hate whatever is ſinful, 
and diſpleaſing to him. The fear of God principally confiſls in 
a ſtudious endeavour to avoid fin. God is a juſt and holy be- 


ing; he hates fin and ſinners. This appears from the declara- _ 


tions of his word, and the examples of his vengeance recorded 
in the ſcriptures upon wicked men. The Bible declares, Ged is 
angry with the wicked every day. The curſe of the Lord is in the 
houſe | Sm wicked. He hates all workers of iniquity. The wicked 
all be turned into hell; with many more ſuch ſolemn declarations. 
Be affured that however trifling fin may appear to you now, a 
period will come, when, if you die without pardon through the 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt, you will feel its dreadful affects without 


remedy for ever. The fear of God in the heart will operate as 


an antidote againſt fin. It did ſo in the caſe of holy Nehemiah, 
and virtuous Fo/eph, when tempted to it. And if you poſſeſs 
the fear of God, you will like them ſay, when fin preſents it— 
ſelf, *© How ſhall I do this wickedneſs, and fin againſt God?“ 
«© The fear of the Lord is to hate evil.”? 

Again. God commands you to remember the Sabbath-aay to 
eep it holy. Reflect how you have hitherto ſpent this holy day, 


Have you conformed to the divine command? This command 


ment is placed in the middle of the table, not only to ſhew its 
importance, but alſo, that the conduct of perſons in general is, as 
they either obſerve or diſregard it. The profanation of the 
Lord's day has often proved the forerunner of fatal evils. Ma- 
ny, who have ſuffered an ignominious death, have traced their 
miſery to this ſource. A few queſtions may be neceſſary upon 
this ſubject. | | | 

_ Have you diligently, and ſeriouſly attended the public wor— 
ſhip of God yourſelt, and been careful that thoſe under your 
authority have done the ſame? Perhaps conſcience replics, 
I have been ſhamefully remiſs in this part of my duty. I have 
neglected the public worſhip of God. It is well to he convinced 
of having done wrong, it that conviction be followed with a 
determination to be diligent in future. May the houſe or Goq 
witneſs your preſence for the time to come. 

Again. Have you abſtained from doing thoſe things on the 


Lo'd's day, which are lawful to be done upon other days. Read 


the command through, as recorded in the 20th chapter of 
Exodus, from the 8th to the 1tith verſe. Obſerve how ſtrict and 
Again. Have you not ſpent many of your ſabbaths in idle- 
neſs, buſineſs, or picaſure? mide it a day of eaſe, or recrea- 
tion, rather than of diligent and ſerious devotedneſs to God? 
How can we expect to hve with God ia heaven, if we delight 
not in his ſervice upon earth. If the ſervice of God :5 nat 
pleaſant to us, we have no evidence that we are in the way to 
| | heaven, 
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heaven, or that we ſhall worſhip him there hereafter. Remem- 
ber that as the diſpleaſure of God 1s againſt them who ueg- 
le&, or profane his ſabbaths; fo his Bleſſing is promiſed ta 
thoſe who obſerve, and keep them. Hear what the Locd taith ; 
* Bleiled is the man that keepeth the ſabbath from polluting it, 
and keepeth his hand from doing any evil. If thou turn 
„% away thy foot from the ſabbath trom doing thy plcature on 
„ my holy day; and call the ſabbath a delight; the holy of the 
4 Lord honourable; and ſhalt honour him, not doing thine 
„o. ways, nor finding thine own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine 
C Own words; then ſhair thou deligit thy ſelf in the Lord, &c. 

Once more. God commands you to ſeex him. ** Szek the Lord 
ewhile he may be found, call upon bim while he is near.“ To ſeck 
the Lord, is to pray unto him. How many thouſands in the 
world live without prayer! Are you one of that number? A 
good man once faid : “ They who ſpend their days in praver, 
ſhall end their Gays in peace.” The man who lives without 
praver, lives without the fear of God. Though the Lord gives 
all his bleſſings freely, without merit on our part, yet he ex- 
peRs to be aiked for the mercies he beiioss. Jo pray aright, 


we mult pray ncerely. God does not look at the elegance of 


worde, but at the ſincerity of the heart. The publican offered a 
very ſhort, but comprehentive prayer; C be merciſul te me a 


ſinner. te felt himſelf a miſerable ſinner, and mercy was his 


plea. He cried for mercy through Jeſus Chriſt the mediator, 
tor no prayer can be acceptable to God but that which comes 


from the heart, and is preſented e the merits and media- 


tion of the Lord jeſus Chriſt. 
Again. God commands you 76 believe on the Lord Telus Chrijt. 


What ſaid Jeſus Chritt? „ He that believeth hatt be ſaved; i 


he that believerh not ſhall be damned.“ 
_ Perhaps you will reply :—'his I have always done every ſiuce 
] was capable ot judging for myſelf. God forbid that I ſhou!d 
not believe ia Jeſus Chriſt But have you not taken this impor- 
tant matter upon truſt, and preſumed without feriprural evi- 
dence? Numbers have been deceived, and poſſibly you na- 
miſtake here. Believing is not that euly, umverſa] thing the 
generility of mankind conceive it to be. Faith js a grace 
wrought in the heart by the Spirit of God, and potlofiec, by 
none but those who are in a ſtare of Salvation. 1 wilt Cefine tit 
tor your inſtructon. Faith is believing a report, giving cicdit 
to a teſtimony upon the authority of another, aid 45 oppol: < to 
doubring, or unbelief. Divine faith is giving credit o the 
word of God upon the authority of God. Faith has retjzect to 
the whole of divine revelation. | 
Firf, Faith in the Law of God, will be attended with a firm 


| belies, and perſuaſion, that we are guilty, loſt, and undone fin- 


ners, as tranigreitors of its holy precepts. We ſhall feel the 
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Wa. 
force of that declaration of the apoſtle Paul : ** Cur/ed is every 
one that continueth nat in all things which are æuritien in the book of 
the law to vo them.” Conſcious that as we have not come up to 
its requirements, but, on the contrary, have broken the law in 
innumerable inſtances, we are under its curſe, and of courſe 
expoſed to the diſpleaſure of a juſt and holy God, Faith in the 
law of God will be attended with a Knowledge of its purity and 


extent, by which we ſhall be convinced that our obedience is ſo 


defective, and falis ſo ſhort of what the law demands; that we 
ſhal! not expect to merit the favour of God, appeaſe his wrath 
or obtain the pardon of our fins by our own morality, or good 
works, as they are called. If you are a member of the Eſtabliſh- 
ment, and will take the trouble to read the articles of the 
church, you will find theſe truths confirmed by them. 

| Secondly, Faith in the GosPEL, will be attended with a be- 
lief, and perſuaſion, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is freely offered 
to ſinners. By the /aw is the knowledge of fin, by the goſpel is 
the knowledge of Chriſt, The goſpel reveals the bleſſed Savi- 


our as able and willing to ſave to the uttermoſt all thoſe who 


come unto God by him. Here we find this encouraging pro- 
miſe: Him that cometh unto me 1 will in no wife caſt 
out.“ 


Again. This faith, as it has ſalvation for its final iſſue, ſo 


it has holineſs for its fruit. St. James ſays, faith; without 


works is dead being alone. Among other fruits, the vlowing 
always attend ſaving faith, | 

1. An univerſal hatred to fin. Such are delivered from the 
love, and power of fin. They ſtudiouſly endeavour to avoid it; 
borh finiul thoughts, ſinful words, and ſinful actions. Sin is 
bitter to a believing ſoul. | 


2. Supreme love 16 Chriſt, is another fruit. The love of fin, 


and the love of Chriit, cannot dwell in the ſame heart, We 
cannot love Chriſt, the 1uffering Saviour, and ſin, which was the 
cauſe of his ſufferings. True beitevers love to think of Chriſt 
—to heir of Chriſt—to read of Chriſt—to ſpeak of Chriſt, 
They are grieved when his name is blaſphemed, his goſpel op- 
polcd, and his falvation neglected. Another fruit is, | 

3- Iloline. A fincere endeavour to walk ſo as to pleaſe 
God. Such wiſh to make the word of God the rule, and the 
example of Chriſt the pattern of their practice. Such a perſon 


is Concerned 10 be found in the exerciſe of all religious duties; 


and like Zachariah and Elizabeth, to walk in all the ordinances 
and commands of the Lord blameleſs. Before we proceed any 
turther, Jet me earneitly entreat you to examine with ſerioul- 
nete, impartiality, and earneſt prayer to God, how far your ex- 


perience agrees with theſe rhings. Can you appeal to that God, 
who kiows the fecrets of all hearts, that you poſſeſs theſe 


marks ot being a believer in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? Can you 


truly, 
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truly, and from your heart ſay, that you hate fin—that you 
love Chriſt—that you deſire to glorify God by living Te 
to his word ? If you can ſay theſe things, you have much to praiſe 
God for. — Vou are a believer, and in the Lord's time you ſhall 
receive the end of your faith the ſalvation of your ſoul. But 
if, on the contrary, you cannot make this ſolemn appeal to 
God, you have juft cauſe to be alarmed ; you have been hither. 
to deceiving yourſelf with a falſe hope, which will fail you 
in the day of trial. | 

| have been ſpeaking of your duty towards God: in the 
next place, conſider what has been your conduct towards your 
neighbour. Have you attended to our Saviour's Golden Rule? 
«« Whatever je would that men ſhould ao to you, ds ye ewen ſe to 
them.” The whole law may be ſummed up in this ſhort ſen- 
| tence; love to God, and love to man, Have you endeavoured to do 
all the good which has been within your power to do? Have you 
viſited the ſick, relieved the widow and the fatherleſs, and com- 
forted the diſtreſſed ? Have you diſtributed of your abundance (if 
the Lord has bleſt you with affluence) to the poor and indigent ; 
and never withheld your hand, when poverty claimed your 
benevolence ? For though a good man does not expect to merit 
heaven by his charity, yet he feels a ſecret pleaſure in doing good. 
Again. Though we owe much to Gd, and to our reighbour, 
we owe much to ovr/elves alſo. Self-intereſt is a prevailing prin- 
ciple, and when it operates in a right way, it is a noble one. That 
perſon who lives without God in the world is an enemy to him- 
ſelf ; ſo ſaith the Lord in the ſcriptures : “ He that finneth againſt 
me wrongeth his own ſeul.””* Conſider, 1 earneſtly beſeech you, that 
you have an immortal ſoul, which muſt either be happy, or mi- 
ſerable to eternity. This precious jewel ought to be of more va- 
| Jue to you than a world; yea, than a thouſand worlds. Our 
bleſſed Saviour knew the value of a foul, His deep humility — 
his unparalleled ſufferings—his painful death proveit. His words 
alſo declare it. Hear what he faith: What is a man profited if 
he gain the whole world and loje his own ſoul ; what can a man give 
in exchange for his Joul?'” Has the ſalvation of your ſoul been in 
your eſteem the one thing needful? Have you been more con- 
cerned about what will be your ſtate in eternity, than how you 
ſhall live in the preſent world? Many are dying around you, and 
perhaps your continuance here may be very ſhort. Preſent health 
and ſtrength are no ſecurity againſt death. How many are cut 
down ſuddenly without any previous warning, and others after 
a few days ſickneſs. Theſe providences have a voice ſaying, _ 
Prepare to meet thy Gd. © Be ye alſa ready. You may have 
been nearer death in your own apprehenſion than you are now, 
yet death was never ſo near you as it is now. We ſhould think 
of death as though we were dying. It is the great buſineſs of 
x to prepare for eternity. Perhaps you will be conſfirained to 

y I have hitherto been too remiſs, too much unconcerned about 
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my ſon], but I intend to alter my conduct. I rejoice if this be 
the caſe: but ue n do you mean to begin this important buſi- 
neſs? Delays are dangerous; a day may be faral. Ler me pre- 
vail upon you to begin with the zew year. By the kind provi- 
dence of God you are yet ſpared. You have now entered upon 
a new ſeries of time; not only a new year, but a new century. 
What time more proper than it to begin with God ?—'ſhe 


Lord may ſay to you, as he did to one of oid, ** This year thou 
foalt die? Perhaps you will enquire, How ſhall t enter upon 


this duty? I anſwer—Begin, 

i. With humble and earneft prayer. Without this you cannot 
expect ſucceſs. In the exerciſe of this duty, you have the pro- 
miſe of God for your encouragement. Seek and je foall find, 
aſh and ye ſhall receive, knock and it ſhall be cpened unto you. Prayer 


is prevailing. Let it be your daily exerciſe, Ceaſe not to pray, 


til} you ceaſe to breathe, | 5 

2. Search the jcr ptures, Here you have a certain rule to direct 
you, both in reſpect to faith and practice. Pray for the aſſiſt- 
ance of the Holy Spirit to lead you into all truth. God has pro- 
miſed to give his Holy Spirit to them who aſk him. Bleſt with 
his enlightening influences, you will ſo read the Bible, as to 
become wile to ſalvation “. 

3. Conftantly, and ſericuſly attend the public worſhip of Almighty 
God. Here the Lord is peculiarly preſent, Jeſus Chriſt ſaid, 
«« Wherever two or three are met together in my name there 
am I in the midſt.” Numbers now in heaven, and many in the 
way to it, have cauſe to bleſs God for the public preaching of 
his yoſpel. ER 

4. Watch daily againſt the world and fin, and whatever may 
have a tendency to divert your attention from the important con- 
cerns of your foul and eternity. Many will endeavour to turn 
you out of the way, or impede your progreſs in it; but remem- 
ber, that as nothing is equally valuable with your foul, ſo no- 
thing ought to be placed in competition with it. Let Joſhua's 
reſolution be yours : Let others do what they will, as for me, 


and my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord.” Acting thus, you will 


make a happy choice, and prove the truth of the title-page to 
this affectionate addreſs. You will be / ul in the preſent world, 
and happy in that which is to come which may God grant for 
Jeſus Chrilt's fake. Amen, aud Amen. | 


* It is truly lamentable that many perſons grown to years of muturity cannot 
read the ſcriptures: for the inſttuction of ſuch, a Sunday School is eſtabliſhed 
at the Chapel, where they are taught to read every Lord's day for an hour and 
a half between the afternoon and evening ſervice, and books found them 
gratis. A conſidærable number of both ſexes now attend, and no perſons will be 


rejected who apply fur admiſſion. 12 Mh 
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